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Preface 
 
The teaching of ‘Readings in Journalistic Material’, a course for university 
students majoring in English literature or translation has often been 
unpredictable and uncharted. Randomly chosen materials presented for the 
course are often from newspapers and magazines which naturally have not 
been, and as such cannot often be, tailored to the needs of the students. Such 
a situation can obviously lead to a do-it-as-you-please implementation of the 
course with no clear-cut objectives in mind.  
 Furthermore, the existing foreign textbooks on journalistic material are 
not obviously geared towards the capabilities and probably interests of the 
Persian university students. Also, in the preparation of such textbooks the 
distinction needs to be made that material put together is not intended for a 
course in journalism, which is a totally different course of study. On the 
contrary, the intention here is to familiarize or rather immerse the students, 
to the extent possible, in journalistic materials in order to possibly and 
hopefully instill in them a ‘feel-good effect’ for reading newspapers and 
magazines. This distinction turns out to be of paramount importance.  
 However, the major objective of the present textbook, among others, is to 
characteristically provide relative self-sufficiency for the students in trying 
to minimize the use of dictionary by them. Students are often reluctant to 
make repeated references to the dictionary. Not only this, but also they tend 
to consult bilingual dictionaries, which can often be misleading. Even if a 
monolingual dictionary is used, students often fail in locating the exact 
meaning that fits the context they are reading. This book includes the 
following features: 
 (a) The definition of all words considered necessary have been given in a 
jumbled fashion and the targeted words have been highlighted in the text. 
 (b) Most of these words have again been presented in multiple choice 
tests to reinforce their understanding and retention. 
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 (c) True/False questions have been provided because of their facilitative 
importance in learning and classroom discussions. 
 (d) Other types of questions and further activities have at times been 
introduced. 
 (e) Pieces of news from The Daily Tehran Times have been critically 
examined for structural, semantic, and stylistic flaws. 
 (f) The meanings of certain words or phrases commonly used in press 
have been presented. 
 (g) Finally, the meanings of certain idiomatic expressions common in 
journalistic language have been introduced with examples. 
 It is to be noted, however, that the exercises worked out for the first four 
texts are different from the others. This is because these exercises were 
originally presented to the Center as a sample and were approved. Then the 
decision was made to retain it here intact for the purpose of juxtaposition 
with the other exercises for the verification of the merit or demerit of the 
author’s second thought (i.e. the issue of student self-sufficiency) through 
the students’ judgement.  
 It is also very important to bear in mind that the articles, are not all 
intended for class work, which might not after all be practically feasible. 
Some of them are meant to be assigned as extensive readings for immersion 
purposes. A focused attention has been made to choose diverse articles that 
might be of interest to the students. Almost all the articles for the textbook 
have been extracted from the Internet. The author’s motivation for the 
preparation of the textbook has originated from his long-standing involve-
ment and interest in journalism as well as teaching the course. 

Saber Delshad, Ph D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Table of Contents
	Preface
	Give the Devil His Due
	Exercises

	A Match for the Diplomats
	Exercises

	Trip Tips
	Exercises

	Minor Children Commit
	Murder in U.S.
	Exercise
	Words
	Idiomatic Expressions

	FBI to Lead EgyptAir Crash Probe: Apparent Prayer on Tape Raises Suspicions
	Exercises

	Clinton Tours Turkey Quake Area
	Exercises

	Y2K Movie: Things Go Wrong
	Exercises

	What Evidence Do Police Need for a Search?
	Exercises

	Details: Cross-Country via Amtrak
	Exercises

	Notorious Gang on Trial at Shiraz Court
	Exercise
	Words
	Idiomatic Expressions

	Stupid Studies Wasting Time & $$– Telling Us What We Know
	Exercises

	Clinton Moves to Jump-Start Mideast Talks
	Exercises

	Netting Everyone
	Exercises

	The Youngest Shooter
	Exercises

	Ice Storm Barrels Across East
	Exercises

	One Killed, Another Injured in Car Accident
	Exercise
	Words
	Idiomatic Expressions

	Violence Breaks Out at Seattle WTO Meeting
	Exercises

	Soccer: Iran 1, U.S. 1
	Exercises

	Weather
	Exercises

	‘Malkovich’ and ‘Topsy-Turvy’ Tie for Critics’ Prize
	Exercises

	Is It Terrorism to Attack Terrorists?
	Exercises

	Kyrgyzstan Deputy FM Praises
	Iran’s Detente Policy
	Exercise
	Words
	Idiomatic Expressions

	Iran Bends Its Ways to Fight Drugs
	Exercises

	Men: Love thy Veggies
	Exercises

	Heat Will Bake Southern USA This Afternoon
	Exercises

	Israel Wants Settlers to Stay in the Golan
	Exercises

	California Jury Awards Ex-Smoker $20 Million in Punitive Damages
	Exercises

	South Korean FM Arrives in Tehran
	Exercise
	Words
	Idiomatic Expressions

	Why the Thug Turned Into a War Criminal
	Exercises

	Search Ends for Two Teens in Pacific
	Exercises

	American Accused of Spying
	Exercises

	My Cell Phone Saved Me in Quicksand Horror
	Exercises

	Family of Iranian Diplomat Martyred in Afghanistan Criticizes Officials
	Exercise
	Words
	Idiomatic Expressions

	What the Papers Say
	Exercises

	BA Jumbo’s Controls Freeze at 30,000ft
	Exercises

	Amusement Park Rides: One-Way Ticket to Death
	Exercises

	Plane Crash in India Kills Nearly 60
	Exercises

	Dozens Arrested in Court Protest
	Exercises

	Kuwaiti Minister: Iran-Kuwait MOU on Security to Benefit Both Countries
	Exercise
	Words
	Idiomatic Expressions

	Terrorized for 4 Years–by a Snake Loose in Her House
	Exercises

	Clinton’s Last Lap
	Exercises

	Religion Is Important Issue in Race
	Exercises

	Minority Kids Often Get Poor Teachers
	Exercises

	Three Killed, Four Injured in Recreation Park Accident
	Exercise
	Words
	Idiomatic Expressions

	Nothing Like Hiking to Keep You Young at Heart
	Exercises

	Plane Apparently Used Wrong Runway
	Exercises

	No Time to Exercise? Yeah, Right …
	Exercises

	Mystery of Jill Dando’s Stalker Calls
	Exercises

	Fears Over Soaring Violent Crimes
	Exercises

	Enemy Abuses Freedom of Press: Shahroudi
	Exercise
	Words
	Idiomatic Expressions

	De-Stressing Can Refresh the Mind, Body
	Exercises

	WTO Feeds Corporate Greed
	Exercises

	My Plane Blew Apart & Hurled Me Into the Sky
	Exercises

	Subliminable–Or a Ruse Is a Ruse
	Exercises

	Economic Team of President Should Have Practical Plans: MP
	Exercise
	Words
	Idiomatic Expressions

	Immigration Ventures
	Exercises

	‘Paradise’: Feeling Is Believing
	Exercises

	Sharif Says West Collaborated in Pakistan Coup
	Exercises

	6-Year-Old Shot, Killed in Michigan Elementary School
	Exercises

	10 Dead in New Jersey Plane Collision
	Exercises

	Saudi Arabia: Iraq’s Explanation for Its Intrusion Misleading
	Exercise
	Words
	Idiomatic Expressions

	Passengers Describe Quick Descent
	Exercises

	Crime Story: Grisly Murder at the House of the Rising Sun
	Exercises

	Kinds of Things Tornadoes Do
	Exercises

	Playing It Safe by the Pool
	Exercises

	Clinton Meets With Slain Girl’s Mom
	Exercises

	Shipping Lines Between Baku, Noushahr, Aoulia and Okta’o Will Be Opened
	Exercise
	Words
	Idiomatic Expressions


	References



